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SATAN’S ATTACKS
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INTRODUCTION1

Be sober, be watchful: your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8).

There may be no point at which a child of God is in greater danger
from the evil one than when that person is a “babe” in Christ (1 Cor.
3:1), one newly converted from the ways of the world. In the animal
world, predators have no compunctions about attacking the newborn
offspring of their prey, and neither does the enemy of our souls. There
is no such thing as “fair play” or a “sporting chance” where the devil
is concerned. When David prepared to meet Goliath, King Saul tried to
equip the young man with his own armor, but David opted to go into
battle without it because it was unfamiliar to him (1 Sam. 17:38-39).
Just so, a new Christian is not usually skilled in using the armor of God
and the sword of the Spirit (Eph. 6:10-18) to overcome trials and
temptations. For this reason, he urgently needs the support and
protection of older brothers and sisters in the faith so that he can have
the opportunity to grow and mature spiritually.

In Christ, we are to “press on unto perfection” (Heb. 6:1). Reaching
the goal of spiritual maturity necessarily involves the process of growth
from “infancy” to “manhood,” which is alluded to in Hebrews 5:12-14.
While the only permanent relief from temptation that faithful Christians
can ever experience will be in eternity, we are especially vulnerable
when our faith is new and our knowledge of God’s Word is compara-
tively small. Peter thus exhorted all Christians, including the newly
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converted, to “desire the sincere milk of the word” so that we can
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ” (1 Pet. 2:2; 2 Pet. 3:18 KJV). Our goal is to become competent
“workmen” of God, capable of properly and effectively handling the
“strong meat” of His Word as well as its “milk,” so that we can be
“furnished completely unto every good work” (2 Tim. 3:17).

Our adversary strikes at the faith of new Christians because each
conversion is a desertion from his ranks, a rejection of his authority
(Rom. 6:16), and a harbinger of the ultimate judgment which awaits
him in eternity (Phil. 1:28). He also strikes at new Christians as a way
of wounding and discouraging those who converted them, and as a
means of bolstering the fraudulent hope offered by denominational
doctrines. As the implacable opponent of heaven, his ideal is that none
should turn and be saved. If he can simply corrupt and compromise the
faith of those who do obey the Gospel, he still accomplishes his
purpose.

As we examine Satan’s attacks on new converts, we will “frame”
our study under these five major headings:

1. The Fact of Satan’s attacks on new converts.
2. The Reasons behind Satan’s attacks on new converts.
3. The “Advantages” of attacking new converts.
4. Satan’s Methods of attacking new converts.
5. The Effects of Satan’s attacks on new converts.

THE FACT OF SATAN’S ATTACKS
The idea that the “god of this world” (2 Cor. 4:4) would attack

those who are young in the faith, with the aim of destroying their faith
and dashing their hope of salvation is neither a mere “possibility” nor
a “remote prospect”—it is an absolute certainty (1 Pet. 5:8). Paul
presents the need to “stand against the wiles of the devil” as a normal
and expected part of the Christian’s existence in this world (Eph. 6:11),
something about which there should be no doubt or surprise whatso-
ever. While in 2 Corinthians 2:11 Paul reminds us that Satan’s
“methods” are no secret, in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4, we see the devil
desperately trying to keep the world in the darkness of sin. Temptation
is a fact of life in a fallen world, as Paul’s words reveal:

There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to
man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a
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way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it (1 Cor. 10:13, KJV,
emphasis added).

Temptation is nothing more or less than the opportunity to use
something God created to be used for good in a bad way. It may lead
us to do something He has forbidden (e.g., Adam and Eve in the
garden, Gen. 3), or it may entice us to leave undone something He
desires us to accomplish (note the hypocrisy of the Pharisees addressed
by Jesus in Mt. 23:23). For the new Christian, temptation often has the
added appeal of familiarity; what was once “normal” behavior is now
something to be resisted and avoided because it leads to (or even
consists of) sin.

The viciousness of Satan’s attacks on new Christians should not
surprise us. Every person baptized into Christ has escaped the defile-
ment of the world by that act of faithful obedience (2 Pet. 1:4; 2:20)
and is thus translated by God (“naturalized”) from the sin-darkened
kingdom of Satan “into the kingdom of his dear Son” (Col. 1:13, KJV).
Like the Pharaoh of Moses’ day (Ex. 14:5-9), the evil one wants his
servants back and thus pursues them to that end. Here is one of the
lessons to be drawn from Jesus’ parable of the sower in Matthew 13
and Luke 8; while the seed took root in both the “stony” and the
“thorny” ground, in both cases it was swiftly destroyed by the power
of evil, lest it bear fruit and multiply. As he used different “methods”
of attack, according to the type of ground on which the seed fell, so our
adversary attacks in various and sometimes surprising ways, according
to our weaknesses. His “goal” is never only one soul, but many,
including the mature and strong as well as the young and weak. We
must always be alert, lest the effects of his assault on the “newborn” in
Christ also injure the “grownups” as well.

Some avenues of attack are left “wide open” in the lives of new
Christians simply because they are still in the process of learning to
think and react in godly, rather than worldly, ways. We have the mind
of Christ revealed to us (1 Cor. 2:16), but “thinking as Christ thinks”
(Phil. 2:5) in the face of temptation is a learned behavior, as Jesus’
words to Peter show (Lk. 22:31-32). The thought patterns and mental
habits of a lifetime are not automatically erased in the waters of
baptism, and learning both to “put off the old man with his doings”
(Col. 3:9), as well as learning to be a “new man” (Eph. 4:22-24),
requires a dramatic turnabout in both attitudes and motives. Small
wonder, then, that Paul likened this change to death in Romans 6:2. The
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transformation of life that God desires requires a renovation, a
“remodeling” of the mind (Rom. 12:2) as a prerequisite to that
fundamental change.

REASONS SATAN ATTACKS NEW CONVERTS
New Converts May Be Easily Reclaimed

Why should the devil “pick on” new Christians? Because they are
often “easy pickin’s!” The newborn child of God is in many ways a
kind of “social misfit.” By his conversion he has rejected the values of
his former companions in sin. He may have effectively rejected the
teachings and standards of parents, spouse, or children and he may
appear hypocritical in the eyes of coworkers or neighbors who formerly
saw him indulge in what he now rejects and condemns (1 Pet. 4:3-4).
At the same time, his sense of acceptance into the family of God can be
very tenuous. He may be frequently reminded by the Biblical knowl-
edge and wisdom of older saints (though not intentionally, we would
hope) that he is comparatively ignorant of the Scriptures. Therefore, he
may be ashamed to admit that he struggles with temptations, in the
mistaken belief that mature Christians do not feel such desires. The new
Christian who is wrestling with such feelings of inadequacy may be
easily discouraged and may become convinced that he can never
“measure up.”

A corollary to the vulnerability of inexperience and immaturity is
the tendency of babes in Christ to suppose that “older” Christians are
somehow “automatically” mature and spiritually-minded, and that an
older saint would never “steer one wrong” in the face of temptation.
The tragic experience of the young prophet, in 1 Kings 13:11-25, who
trusted the lying words of an older man, provides us with an excellent
illustration of the danger of this tendency. The younger man of God
was trapped when he supposed that the older man’s age and experience
would preclude him from encouraging disobedience to God’s will (v.
19). In his naiveté, the younger man lost his life by disobedience. Just
so, babes in Christ may be easily mislead by those on whom they
should be able to depend for sound guidance and Scriptural counsel.
“Punishment” For Those Who Dare To Seek Salvation

Our adversary assaults the faith of new converts because he bitterly
hates the thought of “losing” to God. In Job 1:8 and 2:3, we see the
Lord fairly “taunting” Satan with the challenge of faithful Job’s
righteousness. Job’s steadfast determination to keep faith with the
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Father, in spite of his astounding losses and suffering, seems to have
incensed the evil one (Job 2:4-5, 7). It often seems that, if he can do
nothing else to destroy the faith of a new child of God, the devil will
seek to “make ‘em pay” by heaping temptations and challenges to their
faith all around him. It makes for an interesting and valuable study in
the Scriptures to examine all the instances where moments of spiritual
triumph are followed immediately by intense and frightening assaults
on faithfulness. There being no greater victory than to escape the
clutches of our adversary, why should we be surprised when he seeks
vengeance against a babe in Christ? Satan also vents his fury against
new Christians as a way of “exalting” himself against the knowledge
of God (2 Cor. 10:5), thus asserting that submission to God’s will is a
foolish self-denial on the part of the convert. This is much like the lie
he presented to Eve in Genesis 3:4, where he suggested that God was
“holding back” something beneficial from Adam and Eve. If he is able
to do nothing else, Satan strikes at new converts in order to discourage
and intimidate others who might be led to follow them to Christ. If he
can make it appear that the price of faithfulness is unreasonably high,
that suffering is all that results from godliness, and that there is no hope
for relief from his attacks, he may succeed both in intimidating new
Christians and in discouraging older saints.

ADVANTAGES IN ATTACKING NEW CHRISTIANS
We should understand that from a “tactical” viewpoint it makes

sense for Satan to attack those who are young in the faith. “Ease of
conquest” is perhaps the most obvious reason. One who is not (yet)
skilled in discerning and deflecting Satan’s blandishments will likely
require much less time and effort to corrupt than one who has achieved
a degree of maturity and wisdom. That Satan does assault those who
are newly freed from sin is apparent. In Jesus’ parable of the sower,
both the “heat” of trial (Mt. 13:6) and the “competition” of worldly
cares (Lk. 8:7) are calculated to forestall the development of spiritual
strength and maturity.
Lasting Discouragement

There is the likelihood that an early (and perhaps devastating)
defeat will lead to a permanent conquest. Once the new child of God
has his faith and confidence shaken by having fallen in the face of
intense trial or temptation, there will be a second and very strong
temptation to avoid repeating that disheartening experience ever again.
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To avoid the humiliation and disappointment of being defeated by
temptation, some new converts stop trying to grow so as not to “draw
fire” from the devil and many others simply drop out of the battle
altogether, finding it easier to surrender than to keep fighting.
Is There Not An Easier Way?

Closely connected to the desire to evade further trials is the appeal
of a “substitute” for genuine faith and growth in Christ. The wounded
conscience may become susceptible to the idea that an “easier” or “less
stringent” religion (i.e., denominationalism) will be acceptable to God,
which also spares the fallen “babe” the horrible feeling of shame at
having disappointed the Father by his sin. The writer of “Hebrews” was
mainly addressing Jewish converts to Christianity. They were being
strongly tempted to desert the Lord and return to Judaism. A part of
that temptation may have been because Judaism was a “legal” faith, but
Christianity was not. Also, because Christianity was not recognized by
the Roman authorities, Christians were subject to persecution for their
faith. This made the civil “legitimacy” of Judaism more appealing. The
Holy Spirit used this opportunity to remind them that there is no other
“track” they could follow to everlasting life. Jesus had plainly stated:
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life: no one cometh unto the
Father, but by me” (Jn. 14:6, emphasis added). In situations like those
dealt with by the writing of Hebrews, danger lies in the young Chris-
tian’s failure to distinguish between genuine Christianity and its
imitators. When a child of God is convinced that the way of truth is
“needlessly” hard, and that an “easier” religion will still afford him a
home in heaven, then the evil one has regained what had been lost to
him in conversion. Such a temptation is magnified by those in the
denominational community who excuse or ignore common sins by
asserting that “God’s grace covers all” (a misunderstanding of passages
such as 1 Jn. 1:7). Likewise, the appeal of “good”2 people’s compan-
ionship and the disposition to “just accept folks the way they are”
makes this situation a strong temptation for some new Christians.

METHODS OF ATTACK
The scope and variety of temptations at Satan’s disposal is both

fascinating and terrifying. His enticements range from the raw appeals
of naked lust to the self-righteous hypocrisy and arrogance of a new
Christian who energetically identifies every sin and flaw he can find
among his family and friends. The temptation to develop a harsh and
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judgmental spirit is often one of the devil’s most effective tools in
neutralizing a new convert’s influence among his friends.
Religious Prejudice

Open prejudice against the faith is not only a deterrent to conver-
sion, it is a strong incentive for some new converts to turn back to the
world. When the Jewish leaders in Thessalonica could not refute Paul’s
message, they assaulted Jason and some others babes in Christ in the
hope of quashing the impact Paul and Silas were having in their
community. These men considered any Jew who would convert to
Christianity as a traitor to the nation and an infidel where God was
concerned. Jesus had condemned their spiritual leaders for substituting
their doctrines and opinions for God’s commandments (Mt. 15:9). Jesus
warned His disciples of the potential cost of faithfulness when He said,

Think not that I came to send peace on the earth: I came not to
send peace, but a sword. For I came to set a man at variance
against his father, and the daughter against her mother, and the
daughter in law against her mother in law: and a man's foes shall
be they of his own household (Mt. 10:34-36).

In such situations the disappointment and hostility of a new Christian’s
family members may be the most severe trial he faces. This seems more
often to be the case where the new Christian has a strong background
or family heritage in a particular denomination. For such babe in Christ,
his conversion is often perceived as both a betrayal of the family’s faith
and values, and a rejection of the family in general.
Uncertainty About “Truth”

When Pilate sarcastically asked the Lord, “What is truth?” (Jn.
18:38), he inadvertently touched one of the devil’s favorite methods of
attacking the faith of new Christians, i.e., trying to create uncertainty
and confusion about what actually is “truth.” Psalm 119:142, 151 and
John 17:17 affirm that God’s truth is both identifiable and attainable
(cf. Ps. 119:11). A new convert may be hindered by needing to
“unlearn” the “untruths” of previously believed denominational
doctrines, or even by struggling to reconcile the truth of the Gospel
with erroneous beliefs which were learned at a parent’s knee.
The Disillusionment Of Illusions

One of the most common methods of undermining a new Chris-
tian’s faith is to encourage the growth of illusions about the Christian
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life. These can lead to disillusionment as they tarnish and fail. The
temptation is very strong, for both new converts and those who teach
them, to concentrate exclusively on the blessings and joys of life in
Christ, leaving no room to consider the cost of discipleship (but note
Jesus’ warning in Lk. 14:28-33, concerning the need to “count the
cost”). Many new Christians begin their spiritual lives with the illusion
that they will have no more problems, no more trials, no more
temptations to face, and no more strife, difficulties or hard choices to
confront once they are in Christ. Likewise, many labor under the
illusion that they and their fellow Christians will never be angry,
jealous, inconsiderate, weak or dishonest. Some suppose that Gospel
obedience is a “cure-all” for dysfunctional family relationships or
physical ill-health. Others expecting only admiration from their friends
for their newfound faith are shocked when they encounter ridicule or
disinterest. The reality of the Christian life is well-summarized by the
words of 2 Timothy 3:12—“Yea, and all that would live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.”
In The Devil’s “Pressure Cooker”

Jesus spoke to the devil’s use of intensified temptations when He
noted the “choking” effect of the “thorns” in Matthew 13:7. Forcing a
new Christian to constantly defend himself against the cares of the
world robs him of time and energy to grow spiritually, and it wears
down his resistance. If the devil can overwhelm a new convert with
trials and temptations early on in his walk with Christ, he may be able
to find and surpass his “breaking point” before the spiritual “babe” is
well-prepared to defend himself. This is without a doubt one of the
reasons new Christians often face “new” temptations, things which
were never problems for them before they obeyed the Gospel. A good
example of this might be the converted alcoholic who learns to chain-
smoke at AA meetings. In trying to conquer one temptation, he may
succumb to a substitute for it.
Wet Sinners And Stunted Saints

It is important that we remember that the Lord also mentioned
“wayside” ground in His parable (Mt. 13:4). Here, we see the seed
being “snatched away” before it can even take root. The sad truth is that
many new Christians fare little better than if the Word had been taken
away before they obeyed it because those who teach them treat their
baptism into Christ as if it is the sum, rather than the beginning of their
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walk with Christ. The absence of fellowship and the lack of further
teaching and encouragement after baptism has the effect of stunting the
new Christian’s spiritual growth. “Drip-dry” saints may never learn that
there is more to being a Christian than getting wet! Jesus strongly
chastised the Pharisees because they would “compass sea and land to
make one proselyte; and when he is become so, [they] make him
twofold more a son of hell than [themselves]” (Mt. 23:15). There is
precious little difference in what they were doing and what some
consider “evangelism” today! The writer of Hebrews may have been
addressing this same kind of situation when he penned:

For when by reason of the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need again that some one teach you the rudiments of the first
principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have
need of milk, and not of solid food. For every one that partaketh
of milk is without experience of the word of righteousness; for
he is a babe. But solid food is for fullgrown men, even those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern good and
evil (Heb. 5:12-14).

The failure of “mature” Christians to “water” and “nourish” new
converts (1 Cor. 3:6) will surely lead to the loss of many innocent
souls! If the devil can keep new Christians spiritually “starved,” they
will never pose any serious threat to his power in this world.
Who Are “Christians” Anyway?

The “uncertain sound” (1 Cor. 14:8) of indistinct teaching and
preaching serves the evil one very efficiently as he seeks to rob new
Christians of confidence and conviction. Long ago, God commanded
the prophet Habakkuk to make His message so plain that those who
read it would “run” in response to its words (Hab. 2:2). When new
“converts” do not even realize they were ever lost in sin, or are led to
believe they have “joined the Church of Christ church” rather than
being converted to Christ, they have not been converted at all. It serves
no good eternal purpose to encourage a man to (in the words of Billy
Graham) “make a decision for Jesus,” or to offer him “ample choices,”3

which have no foundation in the Scriptures. Christians who feel it
necessary to “apologize” for the facts of the Gospel, who seek ways to
“soften the blow” of its soul-saving message of repentance unto life
(Acts 11:18), or who dilute the preciousness of salvation by excusing
“pet” sins are actually functioning as servants of Satan rather than
Christ. Such “saints” endanger the souls of new converts by their
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poisonous teaching and example. Note Paul’s sharp response to such in
1 Timothy 1:20, and his instructions in Romans 16:17-18; 2 Thessalon-
ians 3:6; 14-15; and Titus 3:10.
Are We ‘Dead’ Yet?

New converts are often dismayed to discover that “dying to sin”
(Rom. 6:2) is not always easy. While familiar doors of temptation may
be closed or closing, new ones may open unexpectedly. Some sins are
easily conquered, while others are not, and seem to just “hang on.” All
sin is addictive (Rom. 7:22-23), but some temptations affect us more
intensely than others. This is why Paul wrote to the Christians at
Colosse, exhorting:

Put to death therefore your members which are upon the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry; for which things' sake cometh the wrath of
God upon the sons of disobedience: wherein ye also once
walked, when ye lived in these things; but now do ye also put
them all away: anger, wrath, malice, railing, shameful speaking
out of your mouth: lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put
off the old man with his doings (Col. 3:5-9).

Attacks From “Within” The Body
The fellowship of the saved ought to be the one place where a new

Christian could feel safe and could reasonably expect to escape most of
the attacks of the evil one. How sad that this is not necessarily so! Satan
does not shrink from using God’s elect to injure and destabilize the
faith of new Christians. Satan’s influence may manifest itself as
impatience, unkind words, or an unkind critical attitude exhibited by a
“mature” Christian. He may make himself felt through a misplaced
sense of “ownership” among the older members of a congregation, who
have the attitude: “I was here first, so what I want takes precedence
over what you need.” Sometimes there is an unwillingness to incorpo-
rate new Christians into the congregational body, except on the “terms”
of certain members. When it comes to those certain members—whether
the “issue” is politics, parenting styles, piercings, tattoos, sports teams,
or even matters such as having red or blue carpet in the church
building—Satan is using them to attack from within when brethren are
not permitted to “accept” one another in fellowship unless everyone
conforms to the personal “scruples” (Rom. 14:1). Satan knows this is
especially new dangerous to the fledgling faith of a new convert.
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The Challenge Of “Hard” Topics And Choices
Because the Gospel is meant to “color” and permeate every aspect

of the Christian’s life, it is sometimes upsetting to new converts to dis-
cover subjects and questions in which a clearly defined “right” answer
or “right” way is not readily obvious. The child of God faces ethical
and moral conundrums with the assurance that God has addressed such
situations, but the babe in Christ may struggle to understand what is
right, and (more importantly) why it is. For one who has lived by the
normal standards of our society, the higher calling of the Gospel can
seem very constraining. Fornication and lying may be as common and
“natural” as breathing, but they are offensive to God and the new
Christian may struggle to refrain from things he previously enjoyed.

Whether the subject is differing Bible translations, books like The
Da Vinci Code, or abortion, Satan will try to pose questions about such
things in a way that obscures a definitive right answer. Satan is
absolutely consistent with respect to the methodology of his assaults on
new converts (and old ones too, for that matter). He knows no bounds
in his efforts to deceive and ensnare them (2 Cor. 11:14b-15).

EFFECTS OF SATAN’S ATTACKS ON NEW CONVERTS
He Shoots At Everyone In Sight, Not Just The New Converts

When our adversary directs his malignant attention to any
individual, the purpose of his scrutiny is the enslavement and eternal
loss of that soul. He has no other purpose for us. His attacks are
intended to discourage, dishearten and distress, and to “disconnect”
from God as many people as possible. In assailing the faith of the new
convert, however, his attention is not restricted to that person alone. He
also strives to harm the mature children of God in the process. The
impact of his evil deeds may be seen as discouragement over the loss
of “young” souls (Paul must have felt as he penned 2 Tim. 4:10), or the
discouragement at the loss of our own personal investment of time and
effort. If Satan can get us to lower our expectations, to approach our
evangelistic responsibilities ineffectively, and can convince us that
trying to teach new converts is just a wasted effort, he has won more
than one battle.
Death X3

When we give in to discouragement and depression by backing off
our evangelistic efforts, souls will die because they never heard the
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saving Gospel of Jesus Christ (Rom. 10:14). Seeing new converts suffer
and fall, we confront the danger of letting our own hope for lost souls
die as we ask: “What’s the use?” Most devastating, however, is the
death of our own trust, hope and confidence in God and His ability and
willingness to fulfill His promises. In the selfish and misguided desire
to “own” our own sense of failure—thinking such things as: “I guess
I just can’t teach effectively, or they wouldn’t fall away”—there is a
tendency to forget, to mistrust and to adulterate the power of God’s
Word, but note Isaiah 55:10-11, where God says:

For as the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring
forth and bud, and giveth seed to the sower and bread to the
eater; so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

CONCLUSION
To effectively thwart Satan’s attacks on new converts, we must

acknowledge these spiritual “little ones” for what they are:
• Often ignorant of God’s Word;
• Inexperienced at resisting temptations;
• Trusting toward older Christians;
• Hungry for the strength that comes from knowledge-building in

the Word;
• Sometimes, “needy”—in need of daily encouragement, compas-

sion, patience, love, acceptance (which is not an endorsement of
sin), and on occasion, correction (Gal. 6:1-2).

In accordance with Ephesians 4:32, we must exercise Christian
kindness, applying the wisdom of Proverbs 25:11, as we seek to
encourage and correct new converts.
We Cannot Escape Our Responsibility

When we were new babes in Christ, we were blessed by the
nurturing and encouragement of others. This enabled us to grow and
begin to “bear fruit” (Jn. 15:8). When we repeat these same things for
others, we are engaged in a practical application of Jesus’ words in
Matthew 7:12, and of Paul’s exhortation in Gal. 6:1. The motive in
such works is to glorify God, and the object of our fellowship in this
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world is to help one another go to heaven. New converts can be safely
“shepherded” through their spiritual infancy to maturity in Christ if we
lead according to God’s Word and not our own wisdom: These will be
the “good ground” Christians, who are able to bear fruit “some an
hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold” (Mt. 13:8, KJV).

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the American Standard
Version unless otherwise noted.
2 The word “good” in this context is defined by community standards,
rather than by God’s word.
3 In the transcript of Max Lucado’s sermon introducing the use of
instrumental music at what had been up to that day the Oak Hills
Church of Christ, presented on 31, August, 2003, these “ample
choices” are clearly a reference to worship assemblies incorporating
instruments. The transcript of this sermon was taken directly from the
Oak Hills Church website, but it is no longer posted there.
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